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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1 308. 
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EXAMINER 'S AMENDMENT 

1. Claims 1-9, 1 1-25, 27-31, 36-45, 47-49 are allowed. 

2. Claims 10, 26, 32-35, 46 are canceled. 

3. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 
CFR 1 .3 12. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee. 

4. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Mathew R. Ellsworth on 4/29/09. 

5. The application has been amended as follow: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 

application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for processing an electronic message, comprising: 

receiving a message from a sender, the message comprising at least one recipient to 
receive the message and including at least one of a restriction identifier, the restriction identifier 
identifying a subset of recipients fi'om among a set of possible recipients and an access 
restriction indicating a subset of points of access from among a set of points of access to access 
the message , wherein the message further comprises an age restriction, the age restriction 
specifying an age limit of the message : 

determining whether each identified at least one recipient is within the subset of 
recipients corresponding to the restriction identifier; and wherein at least one of the following 
steps is performed: 
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(i) when the message comprises the restriction identifier and an identified at 
least one recipient is not within the subset of recipients, at least one of not providing access to 
the message to the identified at least one recipient who is not in the subset of recipients and 
notifying the sender that an identified at least one recipient is not within the subset of recipients; 
and 

(ii) when the message comprises the access restriction and an identified at 
least one recipient attempts to access the message from a point of access not within the subset of 
points of access, not providing access to the message to the identified at least one recipient 
whose point of access is not within the subset of points of access. 

2. The method of Claim 1 , wherein the message comprises the restriction identifier 
and the restriction identifier is located in a header of the message. 

3. The method of Claim 1, wherein the message comprises the restriction identifier 
and the restriction identifier is located in a body of the message. 

4. The method of Claim 1 , wherein the message comprises the restriction identifier 
and the restriction identifier is located in a trailer of the message. 

5 . The method of Claim 1 , wherein the message comprises the restriction identifier 
and the restriction identifier is located in an attachment to the message. 
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6. The method of Claim 1 , wherein the message is received by a server associated 
with at least one recipient from a server associated with the sender. 

7. The method of Claim 1 , wherein the at least one of the restriction identifier and an 
access identifier is configured as a flag. 

8. The method of Claim 1 , wherein the message comprises the restriction identifier 
and wherein, when an identified at least one recipient is not within the subset of recipients, the 
step of not providing access to the message to the identified at least one recipient who is not in 
the subset of recipients is performed. 

9. The method of Claim 1 , wherein the message comprises the restriction identifier 

and wherein, when an identified at least one recipient is not within the subset of recipients, the 
step of notifying the sender that an identified at least one recipient is not within the subset of 
recipients is performed. 

10. (Canceled) 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of Claim I [[10]], wherein the message 
comprises a timestamp indicating when a life of a message starts and further comprising: 

comparing the expired life of the message with the age restriction to determine whether 
or not to delete and/or deliver the message to the at least one recipient. 
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12. The method of Claim 1 , wherein the message comprises a forwarding restriction 
indicating at least one of (a) whether the message may be forwarded and (b) to whom the 
message may be forwarded. 

1 3 . The method of Claim 1 , wherein the message comprises the access restriction. 

14. A computer readable medium operable to perform the steps of Claim 1 . 

15. A logic circuit operable to perform the steps of Claim 1 . 

16. (Currently Amended) A method for processing an electronic message, 
comprising: 

receiving at least part of a message inputted by a user, the at least part of a message 
comprising at least one recipient to receive the messag e, wherein the message further comprises 
an age restriction, the age restriction specifying an age limit of the message : 

receiving, from the user, a restriction identifier for the at least part of a message, the 
restriction identifier identifying a subset of recipients fi-om among a set of possible recipients ; 
and 

when a restriction identifier is received, tagging the message with the restriction 
identifier. 
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17. The method of Claim 16, wherein, before the message is sent to the at least one 
recipient, further comprising: 

determining whether each identified at least one recipient is within the subset of 
recipients corresponding to the restriction identifier; and 

when an identified at least one recipient is not within the subset of recipients, at least one 
of not sending the message to the identified at least one recipient who is not in the subset of 
recipients and notifying the user that an identified at least one recipient is not within the subset of 
recipients. 

18. The method of Claim 16, wherein the restriction identifier is located in a header 
of the message. 

19. The method of Claim 16, wherein the restriction identifier is located in a body of 
the message. 

20. The method of Claim 16, wherein the restriction identifier is located in a trailer of 
the message. 



2 1 . The method of Claim 1 6, wherein the restriction identifier is located in an 
attachment to the message. 
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22. The method of Claim 17, wherein the message is received by a server associated 
with at least one recipient from a server associated with the sender. 

23. The method of Claim 17, wherein the restriction identifier is configured as a flag. 

24. The method of Claim 17, wherein, when an identified at least one recipient is not 
within the subset of recipients, the step of not providing access to the message to the identified at 
least one recipient who is not in the subset of recipients is performed. 

25. The method of Claim 17, wherein, when an identified at least one recipient is not 
within the subset of recipients, the step of notifying the sender that an identified at least one 
recipient is not within the subset of recipients is performed. 

26. (Canceled) 

27. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim j/Z [[26]], wherein the message 
comprises a timestamp indicating when a life of a message starts and further comprising: 

comparing the expired life of the message with the age restriction to determine whether 
or not to delete and/or deliver the message to the at least one recipient. 
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28. The method of Claim 17, wherein the message comprises a forwarding restriction 
indicating at least one of (a) whether the message may be forwarded and (b) to whom the 
message may be forwarded. 

29. The method of Claim 17, wherein the message comprises an access restriction 
indicating a subset of points of access from among a set of points of access to access the 
message, and further comprising: 

when an identified at least one recipient attempts to access the message from a point of 
access not within the subset of points of access, not providing access to the message to the 
identified at least one recipient whose point of access is not within the subset of points of access. 

30. A computer readable medium operable to perform the steps of Claim 16. 

31. A logic circuit operable to perform the steps of Claim 16. 
32-35. (Canceled) 

36. (Currently Amended) A server for processing an electronic message, comprising: 
an input operable to receive at least part of a message inputted by a user, the at least part 
of a message comprising at least one recipient to receive the message, and a restriction identifier 
for the at least part of a message, the restriction identifier identifying a subset of recipients from 
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among a set of possible recipients , wherein the message further comprises an age restriction, the 
age restriction specifying an age limit of the message ; and 

when a restriction identifier is received, a processor operable to tag the message with the 
restriction identifier. 

37. (Currently Amended) The system server of Claim 36, wherein, before the 
message is sent to the at least one recipient, the processor is fiirther operable to determine 
whether each identified at least one recipient is within the subset of recipients corresponding to 
the restriction identifier and, when an identified at least one recipient is not within the subset of 
recipients, at least one of not send the message to the identified at least one recipient who is not 
in the subset of recipients and notify the sender that an identified at least one recipient is not 
within the subset of recipients. 

38. (Currently Amended) The syst e m server of Claim 36, wherein the restriction 
identifier is located a header of the message. 

39. (Currently Amended) The syst e m server of Claim 36, wherein the restriction 
identifier is located in a body of the message. 

40. (Currently Amended) The syst e m server of Claim 36, wherein the restriction 
identifier is located in a trailer of the message. 
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4 1 . (Currently Amended) The system server of Claim 36, wherein the restriction 
identifier is located in an attachment to the message. 

42. (Currently Amended) The system server of Claim 36, wherein the message is 
received by a server associated with at least one recipient from a server associated with the 
sender. 

43 . (Currently Amended) The system server of Claim 36, wherein the restriction 
identifier is configured as a flag. 

44. (Currently Amended) The system server of Claim 36, wherein, when an identified 
at least one recipient is not within the subset of recipients, the function of not providing access to 
the message to the identified at least one recipient who is not in the subset of recipients is 
performed. 

45 . (Currently Amended) The syst e m server of Claim 36, wherein, when an identified 

at least one recipient is not within the subset of recipients, the function of notifying the sender 
that an identified at least one recipient is not within the subset of recipients is performed. 



46. (Canceled) 
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47. (Currently Amended) The system server of Claim 36 [[46]], wiierein the message 
comprises a timestamp indicating when a hfe of a message starts and the processor is further 
operable to compare the expired life of the message with the age restriction to determine whether 
or not to delete and/or deliver the message to the at least one recipient. 

48. (Currently Amended) The system server of Claim 36, wherein the message 
comprises a forwarding restriction indicating at least one of (a) whether the message may be 
forwarded and (b) to whom the message may be forwarded. 

49. (Currently Amended) The system server of Claim 36, wherein the message 
comprises an access restriction indicating a subset of points of access from among a set of points 
of access to access the message, and wherein, before allowing access to the message by the at 
least one recipient, the processor is operable to determine point of access of the at least one 
recipient and, when the point of access of the at least one recipient is not within the subset of 
points of access, not allowing access to the message. 

6. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany 
the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of 
Reasons for Allowance." 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Liangche A. Wang whose telephone number is (571)272- 
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3992. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday, 8:30 am to 5 :00 
pm. 

8. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571)272-4001 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

9. Information regarding the status of an apphcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
apphcations may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Liang-che Alex Wang 
May 6, 2009 

/Liangche A. Wang/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2453 
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